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Need for Performing A Search

According to

Thompson Reuters

“80% of all available technical

information is published in Patents and

often nowhere else.”

Source of Information



What is Patent?

❑Patent, is a legal document granted by the government 

giving an inventor the exclusive right to make, use, and 

sell an invention for a specified number of years. 

❑Patents are also available for significant improvements 

on previously invented items.
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Goal of Patent System!

❖ The goal of the patent system is to encourage inventors to advance the state 

of technology by awarding them special rights to benefit from their 

inventions. 

❖ Books, movies, and works of art cannot be patented, but protection is 

available for such items under the law of copyright. 

❖ Patent law is one branch of the larger legal field known as intellectual 

property (IP), which also includes trademark and copyright law.
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What is patentable?

To qualify for a patent, the invention must meet three basic tests:

➢First, it must be novel, meaning that the invention did not 

previously exist. 

➢Second, the invention must be non-obvious, which means that the 

invention must be a significant improvement to existing technology. 

Simple changes to previously known devices do not comprise a 

patentable invention. 

➢Finally, the proposed invention must be useful. Legal experts 

commonly interpret this to mean that no patent will be granted for 

inventions that can only be used for an illegal or immoral purpose.
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Need for Performing A Search

• Prior Art

• State of the Art

• Patent Validity / Expiration 

• Legal Status

• Infringement Analysis – to Avoid / to Sue 

• Opposition

• Patent Watch / Monitor Patent

• Potential Partners for Licensing In/ Licensing Out

• Working Around

• Patent Family



Patent Search 

• Patentability Search

• Freedom To Market Opinion Search

• Patent Landscape Search

• Patent Validity Search



Types Of Patent Search 

• Number Searching

• Name Searching

• Subject Searching

• Legal Status Searching

• IPC Classification based Searching



Number Searching

• Patent / Patent Application Number and 

• Country of Issue

• Common Format  - Country Code followed by a seven or 

eight digit number

▪ Eg.GB2013456, WO0213591, DE19944652



Number Searching

Cont…..
Document Kind Code - Number followed by a letter       

(A, B, T, etc.) 

• Indicates the Publication Stage

• Generally

– ‘A’ first stage of publication (eg US 2002-0002180 A1) &

– ‘B’  Granted Patent (eg US 6,432,966 B)

• WIPO

• A1- Application & Search Report (eg WO/2006/114709A1)

• A2 - Only Application (eg WO/2003/020206A2)

• A3 - Only Search Report (eg WO/2003/020206A3)

• A4 - Search report by the EPO added to Search report done by 

the PCT



Name Searching

• Inventor(s)

– Smita Govekar , Nandini Khedekar, etc.

• Company and Organization

– Cipla, IPCA, Strides, Pfizer, etc.



Subject Searching

• Key words 

▪ Titles

▪ Abstract

▪ Claims, etc.

• Classification codes:

▪ The International Patent Classification 

▪ Other classification schemes 

▪ ECLA (The European Classification)

▪ US classification 

▪ British classification



Subject Searching 

Cont…..

• The International Patent Classification

The IPC divides patentable technology into 8 key areas: 

Section A: Human Necessities 

Section B: Performing Operations, 

Transporting 

Section C: Chemistry, Metallurgy 

Section D: Textiles, Paper 

Section E: Fixed Constructions 

Section F: Mechanical Engineering, 

Lighting, Heating, Weapons 

Section G: Physics 

Section H: Electricity



International Patent Classification (WIPO)  

Cont…..



International Patent Classification (WIPO)  

Cont…..



International Patent Classification (EPO)

Cont…..





Search Engines

Free Sites

• USPTO

• Espacenet

• WIPO

• Free Patents Online

• Google Patent Search

• etc.

Paid Sites

• STN, 

• DialogPRO

• Thomson Reuters 

– Thomson Innovation

– Westlaw Patents

– Aureka

– Thomson Data Analyzer

– Derwent World Patents 

Index® (DWPISM), etc of 

Delphion has merged with 

Thomson InnovationFor some more databases :

http://www.wipo.int/ipdl/en/resources/links.jsp

http://www.wipo.int/ipdl/en/resources/links.jsp


WIPO GOLD



WIPO



USPTO



Espacenet



Orange Book







Orange Book



Orange Book 

Cont…..



Orange Book 

Cont…..



Orange Book 

Cont…..



Orange Book 

Cont…..



Espacenet



Espacenet

cont…..



Espacenet

Cont…..



Espacenet

Cont…..



WIPO



WIPO 

Cont…..



WIPO 

Cont…..



STN

• Provides global access to published research, journal literature, 

patents, structures, sequences, properties, and other data.

• You can search patent data such as:

– Front page information, e.g., patent number, patent assignee, title. 

– Abstracts, Full-text, Legal status, Patent family 

– Database specific indexing, e.g., names and structures for specific 

or Markush structures, sequences, concepts.

• To access STN you need to obtain authorization from STN service 

center to set up an STN account. 

• Price List - http://www.stn-

international.de/fileadmin/be_user/STN/pdf/prices/2010_USD_STN_

Pricelist.pdf

http://www.stn-international.de/stn_home.html?&L=0

http://www.stn-international.de/fileadmin/be_user/STN/pdf/prices/2010_USD_STN_Pricelist.pdf
http://www.stn-international.de/stn_home.html?&L=0


DialogPRO

• Review worldwide Patent, Trademark, and Copyright

Developments, view Online Patent Images, news on Litigation,

Settlements, and IP regulations.

• Databases include U.S. copyright data, trademarks from 14

countries plus the European Community and WIPO, four million

trademark images, Japanese trademarks in English, over 15

million patents covering 60 countries, U.S. business process

patents and Korean patent application abstracts in English.

• Price List: 

http://support.dialog.com/pricing/dialog1/dialog1_pricing.pdf

http://www.dialog.com/

http://support.dialog.com/pricing/dialog1/dialog1_pricing.pdf
http://www.dialog.com/


Delphion

• Patent Collection Descriptions 

– US Granted Patents & Applications 

– EP Granted Patents & Applications

– Derwent World Patents Index (DWPI) 

– German Granted Patents & Applications 

– INPADOC Family and Legal Status 

– Patent Abstracts of Japan (JP) 

– Switzerland (CH) 

– WIPO PCT Publications (WO)

• Price List

– Delphion Unlimited $292.60 per month

– Delphion Premier $146.30 per month

http://www.delphion.com/research/

http://www.delphion.com/research/


MicroPatent

• Online patent & trademark information.

• Full text of US, DE, EP, GB, JP (abstracts only) and PCT 

• PatentWeb

– access PatSearch Full Text with either a daily or an annual 

subscription. 

– access MPI-INPADOC Plus with an annual subscription only. 

• Aureka

– Searches and Transforms complex patent information into lucid, 

organized knowledge

http://www.micropat.com

http://www.micropat.com/


Thanks for your Attentions

Mazandaran University of Medical Sciences and Health Care

Sari, I.R. Iran

www.mazums.ac.ir
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